Appendix A:  Sample weekly lesson for 1st grade students

Unit Title:    Earth Day and The Theodores 

Subject: Language Arts and Science
Grade: First
Estimated Length (days or weeks): 6-8 days (if you spend 30-45 minutes a day)

Unit Overview: 
Students will understand the impact their trash can have on the Earth. Students will understand the importance of taking care of our Earth. Students will understand the importance of recycling. 
Unit Description

Through gallery walks, technology, and small group investigations students will gain a deeper understanding of how trash can impact our world and the importance of recycling. This unit is geared toward a first grade classroom. It is a unit that could be easily adapted to fit other primary or intermediate grades. Each day is meant to fit in a 30-45 minute lesson, but each day plan can be adapted to fit your schedule. 
	Essential Question(s): (October)
· Does trash impact the Earth negatively?

· How can recycling help the Earth?

· How can I make a change to help the Earth?
Enduring Understandings: 
· The student will understand the impact that trash can have on the Earth. 
	Measurable Outcomes:
Learning Goals Success Criteria (Evidence):

· The student will write a paragraph explaining how trash impacts the Earth. The student will also write how recycling can help the Earth and ways in which they can impact the Earth. 

· The student will understand the impact they can have on the Earth and how recycling can help. 


Primary Text(s): 

· Lou and the Animals By:  The Theodores -- Dylan Stiegemeier and Åsa Burlin

Text Lou and the Animals
A children's book about a girl named Lou who talks to animals while out walking. All the animals tell her the same thing, "trash, trash it should not be, please take it away from me." The book seeks to empower youth and give them agency in solving the world trash problem. The Theodores is a conservation group based in North Idaho inspired by the words of Theodore Roosevelt, "Do What You Can, With What You Have, Where You Are." Join our World Wide Clean-Up Project and post your clean-ups on our website.www.theodores.org
Supplemental materials/resources:

· Maria Recycles ReadWorks

· I Can Save the Earth By: Alison Inches

· Why Should I Recycle By Jen Green

· How to Help the Earth-By the Lorax

· Betsyś Kindergarten Adventures: Happy Earth Day on Youtube

· Science Video Kids: How to Care for the Earth on Youtube

· What is Pollution & itś prevention on Youtube

· Gallery Walk- Pollution and impacts

· Rough draft paper 

· Final Draft paper

Below are factors to consider with respect to the reader and task:

-This story will be read aloud to students in order to ensure that they have the ability to understand the concepts. 

-Some students may need to read the story more than one time in order to comprehend the story. These students may need to have a preread the story with an assistant. 
Potential Challenges this Text Poses:
· There are challenging vocabulary words that are used throughout the story. Students will need to understand these words in order to figure out the main idea and ways in which they can impact the Earth with their actions.  
Differentiation/Supports for Students:
· Pre Reading for students who need it. 

· Compare and contrast will be done for the whole group for students who need more support. 

Extensions for advanced students:

· Multiple text levels to help support students reading above grade level

· Advanced students can read articles on their own and can be expected to write instead of draw pictures. 

· Students can come up with a school action plan to present to the principal on how the school can create change.

· Students can make a presentation to ask other students in the school to join in the cause. 

· Students can create posters to encourage others around the building. 

	Vocabulary 

	Targeted Academic Vocabulary
Awareness, Resources, Conservation, 
	Targeted Content Area Vocabulary
 Recycle, Litter, Pollution, Reduce, Reuse


Instructional Sequence 

	Day(s) and Desired Outcome(s)
	
	

	Day(s) 1:

Desired Outcome(s):

Introduction and Brainstorm thoughts
	
	Gallery Walk:  

-Pictures will be projected for students. We will create a notice and wonder sheet whole group for each picture because this is the first time doing this activity. 
Viewing of Video: Betsyś Kindergarten: Happy Earth Day
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PlBLO8_2ix8 

Plastic Pollution, Our Oceans, Our Future Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGBpHYLNtRA 

-After the video have the students draw a picture about what they saw that surprised them and write a sentence to go with it. 
Have an open discussion with students about the gallery walk and videos for the day.



	Day(s) 2:

Desired Outcome(s):

Starting to think about the impact we have on the Earth
	
	Read aloud : I Can Save the Earth by Alison Inches 
· Introduce the vocabulary at the end of the book. 

· Compare and contrast Max at the beginning of the story and Max at the end of the story. Students will complete a chart demonstrating the difference in Max from the beginning to the end. 
Short text reading: Readworks passage: Save your paper, help the Earth

·  Have students highlight one fact from the passage that stands out to them. We will then make a chart together of all the ideas that stood out to students. 
· www.readworks.org : http://www.readworks.org/passages/save-your-paper-help-earth 
Second view of Plastic Pollution, Our Oceans, Our Future Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGBpHYLNtRA 
· Since this is the second viewing, this time students will need to pick out a word or phrase that stands out to them on their whiteboard. The students will draw a picture to go with their word or phrase. Student’s work will be displayed in the classroom to be referenced at later times.
· Wordle: Students will share out their word. I will remind students that itś okay to have the same idea as someone else in the class. I will create a word cloud to display in the class.  www.wordle.net  

	Day(s) 3

Desired Outcome(s):

Understanding of the meaning of recycling and what happens next. 
	
	Read aloud: Why Should I Recycle by Jen Green

Maria Recycles text

-Students will read the text independently for the first read. I will read it to them for the 2nd read. Then students will work in partners to answer the questions. I will partner students to ensure they are able to complete the work independently. 

-We will discuss their answers whole group.  
www.readworks.org : http://www.readworks.org/passages/maria-recycles 

Recycling videos: to show students what happens after they put their recyclables in the bin. 
Waste Management Recycling Center: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NYux4-KIY1o 
· Shows what happens once they pick up your recyclables from your house or bin.
Reading Rainbow Recycling : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1l8HXa3HLk 

· Shows how the recycled items are remade into something else after they are sorted. 

	Day(s)4:

Desired Outcome(s):
Applying understanding of what can be recycled, composted, or thrown away.
	
	Video: Science Video for Kids: How to Care for the Environment
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0lQ3ljjl40 
Class Garbage Sort 
· We will work together to determine if items the teacher brings in can be recycled, composted, or if they are  non recyclable items. Teacher will provide real examples of items. 

· Students will then complete their own sort for the items on paper. 



	Day(s) 5:

Desired Outcome(s):


	
	Read Aloud: How to help the Earth by The Lorax
· After the read aloud, students will complete the worksheet independently. They will draw two pictures about thing the Lorax said they could do to help the Earth. They will finish the sentence, “The Lorax said I can help the earth by ____________.” for each picture. I will give students the opportunity to share out their ideas. 
Take home survey:
-Have students complete the survey about recycling that happens at home. Share out with the class and create a graph. 

	Day(s) 6:

Desired Outcome(s):


	
	Students will start with a simple activity with little direction. Students will be given a chocolate chip cookie and they are to “mine” out all of the chocolate chips with a toothpick. When they have completed the task they will be asked to put the cookie back together. We will discuss how hard this is and that it is not possible.  
Introduce the Theodores Organization: 

-Watch the introduction to the Theodores Organization. www.thetheodores.org (under the about us section )

Read Lou and the Animals aloud to the class.

-Show interactive map on the website of all of the clean-ups done so far. Read some of the stories and look at pictures people have posted. 

-Introduce Teddy Roosevelt as a former president. Share some facts about Teddy. (examples below)

1. He started the National Forest Service. (connect to their lives through camping, hunting, hiking, and other adventures)

2. National Parks- (Yellowstone- connect through vacations and seeing wild animals)

3. “Do what you can,with what you have, where you are” Introduce this quote from Teddy.

Vocab: Introduce conservation and natural resources to make connections to how hard it was to put the cookie back together….just like we cannot put the Earth “back together”.

Teddy Pledge:
Using Teddy’s motto, “Do what you can, with what you have, where you are”,We will work as a class to brainstorm a list of things we can do to help the Earth. 

Students will be asked to complete a Teddy Pledge card about one thing they will do to help the Earth. 

Students who complete their pledge can post it at www.thetheodores.org. The pictures can be displayed on a Teddy bulletin board and shared with the class. 

-A letter will go home to parents explaining the organization and asking them to help their student complete the task. 

	Day(s)7:

Desired Outcome(s):


	
	Assessment: 
Students will write to answer the questions, How does trash hurt the Earth? And How does recycling help the Earth? and How can I make a change to help the Earth?

Part 2: 
Using their assessment paper,  students will write a letter to a friend or a family member telling them what they learned and asking them to help in some way. 

Extension: Students who are done with part 2 of the assessment can design a poster to call others to action, come up with a play to have our school help as a whole, or make a presentation to ask other classes to take action. 

	Day(s) 8:

Desired Outcome(s):


	
	Extension: 
We will do a class Teddy Clean-up. A Teddy Clean-up is where we go out and collect trash and recyclables and then sort them and dispose of them properly. 

Extension: Students can share their call to action with other classes and share about their Teddy Clean-up. 
Students can choose a class in 2nd grade to challenge and see if they can beat their clean-up metrics.

	
	
	

	
	
	


